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BEACHES Favorites
 2018

Find your ballot on page B-4

Vote for your Favorites and you could win $50!

THIS WEEK &

NEXT WEEK ONLY!

RATHA YATRA 

FESTIVAL 

Festival of Chariots

returns / B-9

SPOTLIGHT

GIANT 
Improv comedy comes 

to Players / B-10

FROM STAFF

The U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, 

Jacksonville Dis-

trict awarded a Du-

val County Shore 

Protection con-

struction contract 

for $15,682,725 

Monday to restore 

critically eroded 

beaches and dunes 

to their original en-

gineered design.

The 
Corps 

awarded the con-

tract to Manson 

Construction Com-

pany of Seattle, 

Washington.

The construction will place roughly 850,000 

cubic yards of sand on about 8 miles of erod-

ed beaches, including Jacksonville, Neptune 

and Atlantic beaches and the southern mile of 

Hanna Park. The project's completion is set for 

winter 2018. However, the contractor has a to-

tal of 330 days to complete the work.  

The goal of engineered shore projects is to 

reduce risk and pro-

mote resilience in 

coastal communities. 

Shore projects help to 

reduce the damages 

- economic, environ-

mental, infrastruc-

ture, human health 

and safety - of tropi-

cal storms and hurri-

canes.
Thousands of resi-

dents and businesses 

in Duval County ben-

e t from this shore 

project because storm 

events erode the beach 

rather than damaging 

or destroying coastal 

infrastructure.  Coast-

al communities with engineered beaches have 

historically fared much better than other com-

munities as proven by numerous studies.

Along with providing economic stability and 

opportunities, beach nourishment projects 

also have inherent bene ts in restoring

BEACH, See A-3

FHS alters

football 

schedule
A late change to the Fletch-

er High School football 

schedule swapped the First 

Coast and Atlantic Coast 

games. The change means 

the Senators will play First 

Coast at home on Sept. 28 

and against Atlantic Coast 

away on Oct. 5.

The football schedule in 

this issue of The Leader was 

printed in advance of the 

change so please update ac-

cordingly.

photo submitted

Third-grader Hudson Pennell and  rst-grader Piper Pennell celebrate the opening of 

Palm Valley Academy with a visit to the school's gymnasium. The St. Johns County 

School District reports a 4.43 percent increase of students on the second day of 

school over last year's second-day count.

NEW SCHOOL FOR NEW SCHOOL YEAR

FROM STAFF

A Jacksonville Beach police of cer is at 

home recovering following a shooting that oc-

curred on the night of Aug. 8 outside of the 

Waf e House on Beach Boulevard.

Of cer William E. Eierman, a 16-year veter-

an of the JBPD, was reportedly shot by Jovan 

Sisljagic, 27, following an altercation that be-

gan Wednesday night on Shetter Avenue. Ac-

cording to the police report, at approximately 

9:48 p.m.,  Of cer Benjamin Gray was travel-

ing west on Shetter Avenue when he heard a 

sound that caught his attention. Gray pulled in 

the southwest entrance of Jimmy Hula's and 

stopped behind the dumpster. He then exited 

his marked K-9 patrol vehicle to investigate 

the sound and observed Sisljagic standing near 

the drive-through of the restaurant, holding a 

 rearm. Of cer Gray reportedly instructed Sis-

ljagic to drop his  rearm but he did not com-

ply. Sisljagic ultimately discharged his  rearm 

at Gray, to which Gray returned gun re.

Sisljagic then headed east out of Gray's line 

of sight while Gray continued to pursue him 

on foot towards the Publix at 408 Beach Bou-

levard. Sisljagic was then encountered by Cpl. 

Eierman in the parking lot of Waf e House 

at 334 Beach Blvd. Eierman exited his patrol 

vehicle to engage Sisljagic, who discharged his 

 rearm at Eierman, striking him in the leg and 

lower torso. Eierman returned  re, striking 

Sisljagic. A .22 caliber semi-automatic pistol 

was recovered from Sisljagic. 

Eierman and Sisljagic were transported to 

Memorial Hospital for treatment and both 

have since been discharged. Sisljagic has been 

charged with two counts of attempted  rst-

degree murder. 

Jacksonville Beach Police Chief Pat Dooley 

said the shooting of an of cer is the “very worst 

thing that can happen” and said there had been 

an outpouring of support from the community.

“The community itself has been phenom-

enal,” Dooley said, with many extending well 

wishes and some delivering food for the of -

cers.
He said in the wake of the shooting he was 

pleased to know that the training the of cers 

have been provided proved bene cial.

“I’m proud of all their actions,” Dooley said.

photo by NANCY BARRETT

Rhys Barrett, left, and Will Manfredy each found a prehistoric shark fossil tooth in south 

Jacksonville Beach last weekend. Accoding to their research, the two teeth are believed 

to have belonged to a Megalodon which went extinct about 2.6 million years ago.

JB Cop Shot

Chief praises community 

support and of cer training

In support of Cpl. William Eierman, 

Sneakers Sports Grille in Jacksonville 

Beach will be raising funds on Sunday 

to assist him and his family during 

his recovery. On Aug. 19 from noon to 

2 p.m., 10 percent of all sales will be 

donated to Cpl. Eierman through the 

Fraternal Order of Police.

Benefit set for officer

by KATHLEEN BAILEY

EDITOR

The large crowds that routinely crowd 

downtown Jacksonville Beach at 2 a.m. 

— when bars and restaurants all close — 

require all of the city’s police force to be 

in the area.

That means police of cers are routinely 

pulled for crowd control from elsewhere 

in the city, including residential areas, 

according to Mayor Charlie Latham. Af-

ter a council workshop last week, Latham 

said he intends to sponsor a modi cation 

to the city’s alcohol code and require res-

taurants with SRX licenses (which allow 

onsite consumption of alcohol) to close 

at midnight if the business is located in 

the downtown area, known as the Cen-

tral Business District (CBD).

Latham said the city has reached a 

point where there are real public safety 

concerns and people are bringing guns 

into the streets.

“We have to do something now,” 

Latham said, noting the city has waited 

for things to change for  ve years. “We 

have got to get our downtown under con-

trol. Wishing is not going to do it. Wait-

ing is not going to do it. We’re facing a 

public safety issue.”

A police department video showcas-

ing some of the mayhem common in the 

area at closing time was presented to the 

council. It showed large crowds, routine-

ly estimated at 3,000 people, as well 

MIDNIGHT, See A-3

Midnight close for JB 

eateries moves ahead

by CHELSEA WIGGS

STAFF WRITER

The Neptune Beach City 

Council unanimously denied 

the request for Special Excep-

tion for the 500 Atlantic proj-

ect during a special meeting 

this week. 

The council's vote echoes 

the recommendation made 

last month by the Community 

Development Board following 

a similar, though much larger, 

meeting held at Fletcher High 

School. 
As proposed, the project 

would have included 175 resi-

dential units, a 74-room bou-

tique hotel, commercial space, 

public parking and a multipur-

pose trail at 500 and 572 At-

lantic Boulevard. 

Many citizens attended 

Monday's meeting to voice 

their opposition to the project, 

with a large majority wearing 

coordinated shirts and holding 

"No Thanks" paper signs, as 

seen during the CDB meeting. 

During public comment, near-

ly 20 citizens expressed their 

concerns for the project, citing 

reasons such as increased traf-

 c, an overburdening of the 

city's existing public services, 

safety, noise and light and 

a belief that the project was 

not compatible with Neptune 

Beach's general character. 

PROJECT, See A-3

NB rejects apt. project
photo by CHELSEA WIGGS

Residents make their opposition clear to a proposed 

apartment project at ther site of the former KMart.

photo submitted

Jacksonville Beach shoreline in 1982 

shows erosion. Now, Jacksonville Beach 

is an engineer-designed and maintained 

beach.

Feds funding renourishment
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photo by NANCY BEECHER

Ponte Vedra High Sharks' running back Mark Calvin and quarterback Cobi Myers scored on the ground in a 

preseason game against Lake Weit. Reece Russi caught a touchdownpass from Jack Murrah. Fletcher High and 

Ponte Vedra High begin their regular seasons this Friday. See story on page A-6.

photo by ELEANOR SNITE

Hundreds of people  lled packs and boxes in the Fellowship Hall at Ponte Vedra 

Presbyterian Church to feed the hungry. See story B-5.

FROM STAFFPaid parking in the Beaches Town Center will be the topic of a special Neptune Beach City Council meeting Tuesday at 9 a.m.
The council is consider-ing adopting a paid parking plan for the area, which is often congested with traf c. The topic of paid parking was to have been discussed at a council workshop this week, but was deferred to the special meeting.

The goal of a paid parking program, according to the city, is to provide parking op-portunities and encourage space turnover, especially in the 213 public parking spaces in the Town Center area.At a city committee meet-ing earlier this month, it was noted that a paid parking program could be coordi-nated with Atlantic Beach, which has jurisdiction over the northern edge of the Town Center area. Coordination with private parking entities is also possible.According to a memo sub-mitted to the council, there could be 12 kiosks through-out the area for paid park-ing. Rates could start at $2 an hour and two spaces would remain 15-minute, free park-ing in front of city hall during business hours for city busi-ness only.
Residents could have the option to purchase a $25 an-nual permit, with resident parking limited to spaces along Second Street between Orange and Cherry streets.With city of cials concerned about the possibility of Town Center parking creeping into nearby residential streets, it has been suggested the city would monitor the situation and possibly limit on-street parking to area residents only with residents registering their vehicles with the city.It has been estimated that paid parking revenues for the city could be as much as $574,519 after  rst year ex-penses are deducted. Those expenses could include a full time parking supervisor and four part time employee who would also act as “town center ambassadors.”

NB eyes
fees for
parking

Jax says Penman Road roundabout viable
FROM STAFFA one-lane roundabout at the intersec-

tion of Penman Road and Florida Boule-
vard is feasible and may result in “signifi-
cant benefits.”That is the conclusion of an analysis 

done last month by Metric Engineering 

for the city of Jacksonville, which owns 
Penman Road.Currently the busy five-way intersection 

has traffic signals.Representatives from Metric will be at a 
Neptune Beach City Council workshop on 
Sept. 17 to discuss their findings.Some members of the city’s Transpor-

tation and Public Safety Committee dis-
cussed the proposal earlier this month 
and questioned whether a roundabout 
would be appropriate or too confusing for 

the area.
Members noted that there are concerns 

about pedestrian safety given that the in-
tersection draws many pedestrians and 
bicyclists.

The engineering analysis said that if a 
roundabout is installed there would have 
to be a special emphasis on safety for 
walkers and bikers given the intersection’s 
proximity to Neptune Beach Elementary 
and the location of the East Coast Green-
way, that attracts cyclists.

NB city council to discuss possibility

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS RETURN

Board won't recommend variance for proposed Town Center eaterySee story A-3

Beachfronttax for PVtopic of 2meetings

FROM STAFFOngoing coyote sightings in Atlantic Beach have com-missioners and staff proac-tively seeking the best solu-tion, but stymied at present.Residents have com-plained about frequent sightings, as well as attacks on small animals, especially cats.
Commission John Stin-son told citizens during a recent commission meeting that ”we hear your voice." While Stinson told citizens their concerns were under-stood, he informed them that hiring someone to trap 

and kill the coyotes would likely only result in a tempo-rary solution. "What will happen very quickly is you go and you kill the coyotes in Atlantic Beach and the coyotes [in Hanna Park and Naval Sta-tion Mayport] migrate back into Atlantic Beach and it's going to be an ongoing is-sue," he said. 
Stinson called the coy-otes issue "a very dif cult problem to resolve" and one that has resulted from the decrease in places for wild animals to live. 

COYOTES, See A-3

FROM STAFFSt. Johns County will host community meetings to discuss a proposal for oceanfront property own-ers on Ponte Vedra Beach to fund the Project Devel-opment and Preliminary Design Phase through a potential Municipal Ser-vice Taxing Unit (MSTU).During the meetings, a survey will be provided for attendees to express a level of support for the required Project Develop-ment and Preliminary De-sign Phase and the related MSTU needed to fund the work.
The Board of County Commissioners will use the results of this survey in their deliberation re-garding whether or not to proceed with the project and the MSTU. The meetings will be held Aug. 25 at 10 a.m. and Sept. 5 at 6 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Concert Hall. 

Coyotes in AB'dif cult problem'Residents urged to complain to state

Downtown JB design work set to begin
FROM STAFFDesigns for a new entry to the pier and oth-

er improvements to downtown Jacksonville 
Beach could begin if the city’s Community 
Redevelopment Agency approves spending 
$440,000.

The CRA will consider a resolution at a 
5 p.m. Monday meeting to develop speci c 

projects in the downtown area. Those plans 
include details and estimates for an art mas-
ter plan; a lighting plan; bicycle parking area 
plan; street/site furnishings plan; and way-
 nding/signage plans.Jacksonville Beach Planning and Develop-

ment Director Bill Mann said the design work 
could be completed in six to eight months.

At Monday’s meeting, the CRA will also 
consider a resolution providing $355,349 in 
funding for the construction of three ADA 
compliant pedestrian dune walkovers at 
Beach Boulevard, 5th Avenue North (in the 
pier parking lot) and 6th Avenue South (in 
the oceanfront park). Design of the walkovers 
is complete.
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